
Minutes of the Wellington Film Society Inc. 79th Annual General Meeting held on Monday 31 March 
2025 in the Embassy Grand Theatre, 10 Kent Terrace, Wellington, commencing at 6 pm.

Present: Johnny Crawford (Vice-President), Harry Evans (Chair, Committee Member), Alan Collins 
(Treasurer), Sarah Leslie (Vice-President, Secretary), plus 510 members

Apologies: Susan Freeman, Amanda Reid, Shanon Stevens, Alicia Harris

Minutes: Minutes of the 78th Annual General Meeting held on Monday 25 March 2024, which had been 
distributed in advance, were endorsed as a true and correct record  – Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: 
Johnny Crawford – Carried. 

Matters Arising: There were no matters arising. 

Annual Report: The Chairperson invited comment or discussion on the Annual Report, which had been 
distributed in advance.

A member asked if the double screenings were going well.  The Chair said that they were, with an 
average of 600 attendees at the first screening and 225 for the second.

No other matters were raised.

That the Annual Report be adopted – Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: Johnny Crawford – Carried.

Presentation and Adoption of the Annual Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year 
ended 31 December 2024: 

The Chairperson invited Alan Collins, the Society's Treasurer to comment on the Annual Statement of 
Accounts and Balance Sheet, copies of which had been distributed in advance.  The Treasurer 
commented that the increase in membership had led to increased subscription and interest income, and 
increased capitation costs.  There was a surplus of approximately $30,000.

The Treasurer asked for any questions on the financial reports.  

A member asked what the surplus was for.  The Treasurer said that the surplus was a surprise and the 
increase in membership had not been anticipated.  Some of the surplus will be used for the live cinema 
event.

Another member asked why we thought membership had increased.  The Chair said that 2023 was the 
first year not interrupted by Covid, we had launched a new website and put a lot of effort into 
promotion and advertising since 2023, and success seemed to have bred success – there was a great 
buzz and people were bringing their friends.

A third member asked if the membership price had gone up.  The Treasurer said the price had not 
increased since 2019, a year after we moved to the Embassy.

That the Annual Statement of Accounts and Balance Sheet for the year ended 31 December 2024 be 
adopted – Moved: Alan Collins, Seconded: Chris Hormann – Carried.



Fixing of Subscription Rates: The Treasurer said that in accordance with Section 4.2(a) of the Rules of 
the Society, the Committee recommended that the following subscriptions be payable for the 2023 
season:

• Individual Member - $120.00

• Discounted Rate - (students over the age of 16, senior citizens, registered beneficiaries and members 
of film industry guilds, with ID) - $110.00

• Youth Member - (16 years or younger) $50.00

• Three Film Sampler - $40.00

That the above subscription rates apply for the 2025 season – Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: Johnny 
Crawford– Carried.

Election of Officers:

President: That Harry Evans be re-elected President – Moved: David Jenkinson, Seconded: Sarah Leslie– 
Carried.

The Chair moved to thank David Jenkinson for his leadership since the 1978 and work as Vice President 
since the 1990s and Secretary since the 1980s.  David has been involved in the NZ Federation of Film 
Societies. David is stepping down but remaining on the committee.

David Jenkinson thanked those present and shared anecdotes from his time on the Committee, 
including the membership growing to 2000 when otherwise banned films were screened. 

Vice-Presidents: That Johnny Crawford and Sarah Leslie be re-elected and Russ Kale be elected Vice-
President – Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: David Jenkinson – Carried.

Committee Members: That the following be re-elected Committee Members:

● Alan Collins
● Elizabeth Ridder
● David Lindsay
● Miles Buckingham
● David Summerfield
● Michael Donn
● Susan Freeman
● Mica Mick
● Barend Buchler
● Chris Mitchell
● Amanda Reid
● Harriet Wild
● Adam Glucksman
● Joseph Ansolabehere
● Jim Seymour
● Sarah Mackenzie
● Cassandra Liu



● Shanon Stevens
● Alicia Harris
● David Jenkinson

Elected-

● Jessy Reese

Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: Johnny Crawford – Carried.

Harry Evans moved a vote of thanks to Brian O’Brien and Caterina Peters de Leitao who served on the 
Committee and announced their intention to step down.  

Appointment of Auditor: That Graham Haines be re-appointed as Auditor for the Wellington Film 
Society – Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: Emma Ng – Carried.

General Business: 

The Chair proposed two members for life membership:

Miles Buckingham – a committee member since 1987, and our film handler for many years, responsible 
for sending and receiving physical media and ensuring that given to the projectionist and screenings run 
smoothly.

That Miles Buckingham be made a life member of Wellington Film Society Moved: Harry Evans, 
Seconded: David Jenkinson – Carried.

Miles spoke briefly and thanked those present.

Chris Hormann joined the committee of the Wellington Film Society in 2007, he is a former President of 
the Wellington Film Society, President of the Federation of New Zealand Film Societies and has been a 
trustee on the New Zealand International Film Festival Trust.

That Chris Hormann be made a life member of Wellington Film Society Moved: Harry Evans, Seconded: 
Johnny Crawford – Carried.

Chris also spoke briefly and thanked the Committee.

A member asked whether the Committee had considered electronic membership cards.  The Chair said 
this was on the Committee’s radar and we would need to consider investment of time and resources 
needed, and ease of use for all members.

Another member asked whether Committee had considered allowing people to book to attend 
screenings to manage capacity.  The Chair explained that Committee members had organized similar 
events and experience was that people would book and not turn up, and people who otherwise would 
have attended would think it was full and miss out.  We are considering digital models generally.

Conclusion: The Chair concluded the meeting by thanking everyone present for their continued support 
for WFS.


