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Welcome to Wellington Film Society’s 2023 season of classic and 
contemporary cinema from around the world and Aotearoa New Zealand

Enjoy the big screen experience with us at The Embassy!

• Exciting cinema that pushes the boundaries

• See films you may never have heard of

• Connect with a community of film lovers 

• Exceptional value – with weekly screenings, a full membership subscription 
works out at under $4 a film (even less with discounted membership)

• Great discounts at local cinemas (Roxy Cinema, The Embassy, Penthouse Cinema, 
Monterey Upper Hutt, and all Lighthouse Cinemas), and the New Zealand 
International Film Festival 2023.

The Wellington Film Society, now in its 77th year, is affiliated to the NZ Federation 
of Film Societies, New Zealand’s only alternative non-profit network of film exhibition. 

Members-only Membership gives free access to all our film screenings. The 
Wellington Film Society is open to everyone, but we operate on a subscription basis 
to comply with conditions of distribution. Join online via our website or by filling in 
the attached form. 

The Wellington Film Society is run on behalf of its members by a voluntary 
committee elected at the Annual General Meeting. We are a registered charitable 
entity under the Charities Act 2005 and have donee status approved by Inland 
Revenue. If you wish to give us extra financial support in our efforts to secure great 
films to screen, please use the ‘donation’ box on the application form and a receipt 
will be issued for you to claim with your tax return.

Wellington Film Society
WELCOME

WELLINGTON FILM SOCIETY 2023 
taking you further into film

We acknowledge the generous assistance of Institut Français, Embassy of France, Goethe-Institut, Te 
Tumu Whakaata Taonga New Zealand Film Commission, and Unity Books. 

Programming by Michael McDonnell, NZ Federation of Film Societies, www.nzfilmsociety.org.nz.

This brochure is published by Wellington Film Society Inc, PO Box 1584, Wellington 6140.

 

         FilmSociety@gmail.com          www.wellingtonfilms.nz 

      wellingtonfilmsociety            @wgtnfilmsoc           

      @wgtnfilmsoc                         @wgtnfilmsoc



Membership: Our full year season membership runs for 12 months from the month 
of joining.

How to join: Join online at wellingtonfilms.nz/join or fill in the form on this 
brochure and present at any Wellington Film Society screening, 30 minutes before 
the film starts.

Discounted membership: A reduced-price 12-month membership is available to 
full-time students over 16, senior citizens, registered beneficiaries, and members of 
WIFT and film industry guilds.

Youth full membership: Available if you are 16 or under. Youth members gain 
access to all films except those few where age-restricted classifications apply.”

Discounts: Present your card at the Embassy Theatre, the Roxy Cinema, the 
Penthouse (Mon-Thurs), Monterey Cinemas Upper Hutt, and Lighthouse cinemas, 
and qualify for a discounted rate.

Festival benefits: Full membership entitles you to a discount on full-priced tickets 
at the International Film Festival, and discounts at most of the other film festivals. You 
also get free admission to Film Society screenings throughout Aotearoa.

Three-film sampler: This gives access to any three films in the year of issue, but no 
other concessions. When you use up your three-film sampler, you can buy another or 
you can upgrade to a full year membership by paying the difference.

Keeping you informed: Our newsletter, emailed weekly during our programme 
season, outlines details of the following week’s film, and provides information about 
local film-related events.

Save: Existing members introducing a new full member to the Film Society 
will receive a $10.00 discount coupon, redeemable when renewing their own 
subscription.

Bring-a-buddy: Introduce a friend to Film Society. Simply bring them along for one 
free screening and get your membership card clipped on the corner. You can do this 
once a year per membership card.

For more information: Email us at FilmSociety@gmail.com

We thank Event Cinemas for generously making the Embassy Grand available 
for our screenings.



The Embassy, 10 Kent Terrace, Mondays at 6.15 pm

27 Feb Opening night film: THE NIGHT OF THE HUNTER (92 min) 

6 Mar 76th AGM (members and intending members) followed by: 
 TOKYO DRIFTER (83 min)

13 Mar SLEEPING DOGS (107 min)

20 Mar GIRLHOOD (113 min)

27 Mar MANDABI (92 min)

3 April ACE IN THE HOLE (112 min)

10 Apr Easter Monday – no screening

17 Apr MY BRILLIANT CAREER (100 min)

24 Apr SPACESHIP EARTH (113 min)

1 May SMASH PALACE (111 min)

8 May PIGS AND BATTLESHIPS (91 min)

15 May THE BIG STEAL (112 min)

22 May COLECTIV (109 min)

29 May WILL SUCCESS SPOIL ROCK HUNTER? (93 min)

5 Jun King’s Birthday – no screening

12 Jun CRASH (100 min)

19 Jun HONEYLAND (82 min)

26 Jun THE WILD GOOSE LAKE (123 min) 

3 Jul NEVER GONNA SNOW AGAIN (113 min)

10 Jul SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS (96 min)

17 Jul *B-MOVIE: LUST AND SOUND IN WEST-BERLIN (92 min)

24 Jul CELIA (104 min)

31 Jul – 14 Aug New Zealand International Film Festival 

21 Aug *LIVE CINEMA: WAXWORKS (82 min)

28 Aug FRANCE (133 min)

4 Sep TILAΪ (81 min)

11 Sep *THE CAPTAIN (118 min)

18 Sep SYSTEM K (94 min)

25 Sep GALLANT INDIES (108 min)

2 Oct THE GRAVEDIGGER’S WIFE (82 min)

9 Oct A GIRL WALKS HOME ALONE AT NIGHT (100 min)

16 Oct LE FRANC + THE LITTLE GIRL WHO SOLD THE SUN (91 min)

23 Oct Labour Day – no screening

30 Oct THE WICKER MAN (94 min)

6 Nov NIGHTMARE ALLEY (111 min)

13 Nov THE SEARCHERS (119 min)

20 Nov TAXI DRIVER (112 min)

27 Nov THE NAKED CITY (96 min)

4 Dec THE AFRICAN QUEEN (105 min) 
 (Michael Thomas Memorial screening)

* All members only except for films screened in cooperation with the  
Goethe-Institut which are also open to the public with admission by donation 
at the door. 

Wellington Film Society
2023 SCHEDULE



THE NIGHT OF THE HUNTER

OPENING NIGHT

THE NIGHT OF THE 
HUNTER

Charles Laughton | USA | 1955 | HD | PG cert

A serial-killing preacher (Robert Mitchum) charms a 
widow in order to find the proceeds of a bank robbery 
committed by her late husband in this Southern Gothic 
masterpiece. “It’s the most haunted and dreamlike of all 
American films, a gothic backwoods ramble with the 
Devil at its heels” – Time Out

GERMAN CINEMA

THE CAPTAIN Robert Schwentke | Germany/France/Poland | 2017 
| HD | Censors rating TBC

“This German war drama, set mostly in a POW camp for 
army deserters, mixes a truly hellish vision of defeated 
Nazis with bitumen-black comedy. It’s a hypnotic, 
upsetting and often quite brilliant allegory of the 
corrosive nature of power in which a simple uniform 
transforms a deserting private into a mass-murdering 
monster.” – Time Out

B-MOVIE: LUST & SOUND 
IN WEST-BERLIN

Jörg A. Hoppe, Klaus Maeck & Heiko Lange | 
Germany | 2015 | HD | cert exempt

“This archive-heavy documentary revisits the vibrant 
music and art scene of West Berlin during the divided 
city’s punky, druggy, trashy 1980s heyday… It mixes 
staged reenactments with archive clips, home movies 
and scratchy super 8 footage, much of it never seen on 
screen before.” – Hollywood Reporter

LIVE CINEMA: 
WAXWORKS

Paul Leni | Germany | 1924 | HD | Censors rating TBC

A wax museum hires a young poet (William Dieterle) 
to give the sculptures backstories. In three separate 
episodes, the poet casts himself and the museum 
owner’s daughter at the centre of each tale. “Though 
the poet and the daughter play different characters in 
the corresponding plots, they are always lovers whose 
relationship is threatened by the personages of the wax 
figures.” – Masters of Cinema

German Cinema is presented in cooperation with Goethe Institut.  
Members free – public by koha at the door. 



AUSTRALIAN CINEMA

MY BRILLIANT CAREER Gillian Armstrong | Australia | 1979 | HD | G cert

Headstrong Sybella Melvyn (Judy Davis) dreams of being 
a famous author – but must negotiate patriarchal 19th 
century Australian social norms first. “My Brilliant Career was 
Armstrong’s first feature film and a global success, gaining 
Academy Award and Palme d’Or nominations” – ACMI

THE BIG STEAL Nadia Tass | Australia | 1990 | HD | PG cert

Danny (Ben Mendelsohn) has lined up a date with 
Joanna (Claudia Karvan) and a jaguar from a crooked 
used car salesman. “Australia’s answer to a John Hughes-
esque teen comedy, complete with the first lead 
performance in a film from the prodigiously talented 
Mendelsohn.” – Melbourne International Film Festival 

CELIA Ann Turner | Australia | 1988 | HD | PG cert

A young girl living in suburban Melbourne blends her 
fantasy life with the 1950s Red Scare reality. “Ann Turner’s 
refreshingly unsentimental debut feature depicts a long 
hot summer seen through the eyes and over-active 
imagination of nine-year-old Celia.” – Second Run

JAPANESE CLASSICS

TOKYO DRIFTER 
Tôkyô nagaremono

Seijun Suzuki | Japan | 1966 | HD | M cert

A loyal lieutenant in a Yakuza gang is unable to adjust to 
a life outside organised crime. “Director Seijun Suzuki’s 
onslaught of stylized violence and trippy colours is equal 
parts Russ Meyer, Samuel Fuller, and Nagisa Oshima – an 
anything-goes, in-your-face rampage” – Janus Films

PIGS & BATTLESHIPS
Buta to gunkan

Shohei Imamura | Japan | 1962 | HD | Censors rating tbc

A Yakuza gang enters the black market raising pigs for 
profit, heightening tensions with competing gangs and 
the occupying US military forces. “A dazzling, unruly 
portrait of postwar Japan, Pigs and Battleships details, 
with escalating absurdity, the desperate power struggles 
between small-time gangsters in the port town of 
Yokosuka” – Janus Films

MY BRILLIANT CAREER



AUSTRALIAN CINEMA
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Headstrong Sybella Melvyn (Judy Davis) dreams of being 
a famous author – but must negotiate patriarchal 19th 
century Australian social norms first. “My Brilliant Career was 
Armstrong’s first feature film and a global success, gaining 
Academy Award and Palme d’Or nominations” – ACMI

THE BIG STEAL Nadia Tass | Australia | 1990 | HD | PG cert

Danny (Ben Mendelsohn) has lined up a date with 
Joanna (Claudia Karvan) and a jaguar from a crooked 
used car salesman. “Australia’s answer to a John Hughes-
esque teen comedy, complete with the first lead 
performance in a film from the prodigiously talented 
Mendelsohn.” – Melbourne International Film Festival 

CELIA Ann Turner | Australia | 1988 | HD | PG cert

A young girl living in suburban Melbourne blends her 
fantasy life with the 1950s Red Scare reality. “Ann Turner’s 
refreshingly unsentimental debut feature depicts a long 
hot summer seen through the eyes and over-active 
imagination of nine-year-old Celia.” – Second Run

JAPANESE CLASSICS

TOKYO DRIFTER 
Tôkyô nagaremono

Seijun Suzuki | Japan | 1966 | HD | M cert

A loyal lieutenant in a Yakuza gang is unable to adjust to 
a life outside organised crime. “Director Seijun Suzuki’s 
onslaught of stylized violence and trippy colours is equal 
parts Russ Meyer, Samuel Fuller, and Nagisa Oshima – an 
anything-goes, in-your-face rampage” – Janus Films

PIGS & BATTLESHIPS
Buta to gunkan

Shohei Imamura | Japan | 1962 | HD | Censors rating tbc

A Yakuza gang enters the black market raising pigs for 
profit, heightening tensions with competing gangs and 
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between small-time gangsters in the port town of 
Yokosuka” – Janus Films

AOTEAROA NEW ZEALAND CINEMA

SLEEPING DOGS Roger Donaldson | NZ | 1977 | HD | PG cert

Estranged from his wife and society, the reclusive Smith 
(Sam Neill) pursues peaceful isolation, but is drawn into a 
revolutionary struggle between guerrillas and right-wingers 
in an authoritarian alternate New Zealand. “Donaldson’s 
assured direction, particularly of the action pieces, would 
set him on his way to a long career helming studio films in 
Hollywood.” – NZ On Screen

SMASH PALACE Roger Donaldson | NZ | 1981 | HD | R16 cert

Al Shaw (Bruno Lawrence) is a racing car driver who runs 
a car wrecker’s yard in the shadow of Mount Ruapehu. His 
wife Jacqui is unhappy there and leaves him, taking up with 
Al’s best mate. “Amazingly accomplished.”  – Pauline Kael

FRENCH CONNECTIONS

FRANCE Bruno Dumont | France | 2021 | HD | Censors rating TBC

A blunt media satire starring Léa Seydoux as France 
de Meurs, a Chanel-clad celebrity TV journalist who 
unscrupulously deploys tears in exchange for ratings. 
“Amid the film’s riotous satire involving tricked-out news 
and political distortions, Dumont plants a melancholy 
melodrama of an identity crisis.” – New Yorker

GALLANT INDIES Philippe Béziat | France | 2021 | HD | cert exempt

“From the director of Becoming Traviata, Gallant Indies 
captures the work of this multifaceted troupe under 
the direction of artist and filmmaker Clément Cogitore; 
together, they shepherd Rameau’s opera into the 21st 
century, while exquisitely and joyfully mirroring the true 
diversity of contemporary France.” – Icarus Films

SYSTEM K Renaud Barrett | France | 2018 | HD | cert exempt

“A lively, cogent, unsettling documentary about Kinshasa’s 
vibrant street art scene and a group of people who are 
passionately taking their political messages to the streets 
– with the aid of bullet cases, smoke, blood, wax, plastic 
waste, music and their bodies.” – MUBI

GALLANT INDIES

French Connections is screened in cooperation with the Institut Francais and the Embassy of France 

Aotearoa New Zealand films courtesy of Te Tumu Whakaata Taonga New Zealand Film Commission



NEW YORK ON SCREEN

THE SWEET SMELL  
OF SUCCESS

Alexander Mackendrick | USA | 1957 | HD | PG cert

An influential columnist attempts to end his sister’s 
romance with a jazz musician. “Elmer Bernstein’s limpid jazz 
score whispers corruption in the Big City. The screen was 
rarely so dark or cruel.” – Time Out

TAXI DRIVER Martin Scorsese | USA | 1976 | HD | R18 cert

A New York taxi driver becomes increasingly detached 
from reality as he becomes fixated on ‘cleaning up’  the city 
streets. “Martin Scorsese’s unflinching plunge into the darkest 
recesses of the human soul feels painfully relevant.” – Time Out

THE NAKED CITY Jules Dassin | USA | 1948 | HD | PG cert

Two police officers investigate the murder of a young model 
in New York City. “This double Academy Award winner 
remains a benchmark for naturalism in noir, living and 
breathing in the promises and perils of the Big Apple, from its 
lowest depths to its highest skyscrapers.” – Criterion

DOCUMENTARY

SPACESHIP EARTH Matt Wolf | USA | 2020 | HD | M cert

In 1991, eight people quarantined themselves in an Earth-
replica biodome in Arizona to draw attention to the planet’s 
imminent ecological collapse. “The bizarre story is both a 
cautionary tale and a hopeful lesson of how a small group 
of dreamers can potentially reimagine a new world.”  
– Wexner Centre for the Arts

COLECTIV Alexander Nanau | Romania | 2019 | HD | M cert

A fatal nightclub fire in Bucharest leaves destruction, social 
unrest and political turmoil in its wake. “Director Nanau avoids 
sensation and remains detached from the powerful emotions 
that surround the story, exposing the grim face of the 
corruption that plagues his country all the more” – IDFA

HONEYLAND
Medena zemja

Tamara Kotevska & Ljubomir Stefanov |  
North Macedonia | 2019 | HD | M cert

“The debut feature from documentarians Stefanov 
and Kotevska, Honeyland is a portrait of the delicate 
balance between humankind and nature, a glimpse at 
a fast disappearing way of life, and a testament to one 
extraordinary woman’s resilience.” – TIFF

TAXI DRIVER



AFRICAN CINEMA

MANDABI Ousmane Sembène | Senegal | 1968 | HD | PG cert

In 1960s Senegal, Ibrahima Dieng must navigate a corrupt 
bureaucracy. “Sembène looks ruefully yet tenderly at the 
ruses and wiles of the poor, whose desperate struggles – 
with the authorities and with one another – distract them 
from political revolt.” – The New Yorker

LE FRANC + THE LITTLE 
GIRL WHO SOLD THE 
SUN

Djibril Diop Mambéty | Senegal | 1994/1999 | HD | 
PG cert

In Le Franc, a broke musician comes upon a lottery 
ticket after his beloved instrument is confiscated by his 
landlady; in The Little Girl Who Sold the Sun, a young girl 
decides to sell newspapers on the streets, despite the fact 
that boys have historically run that racket. “Djibril Diop 
Mambéty… made two wonderful medium-length films 
in the nineties that were intended to be part of a trilogy 
titled ‘Tales of Ordinary People’, but the filmmaker died in 
1998 before he could finish.” – New York Film Festival

TILAÏ Idrissa Ouédraogo | Burkina Faso | 1990 | HD | PG cert

Saga returns to his village after an extended absence to 
discover that his father has taken Nogma, Saga’s promised 
bride, for himself. Still in love with each other, the two 
begin a forbidden affair. “Ouédraogo achieves ‘a flawless 
balance of wit and tragedy’. ” – The New York Times

THE GRAVEDIGGER’S 
WIFE

Khadar Ayderus Ahmed | Djibouti | 2021 | HD |  
Censors rating TBC

Guled and Nasra are a loving couple; however, they are 
facing difficult times. “It’s a gentle, humorous film in 
Africa’s quietest cinema tradition, with grace notes of 
irony and wit.” – The Guardian

African Cinema screens in co-operation with the Institut Français and the Embassy of France except 
for Mandabi

TILAÏ



CULT & CLASSICS

ACE IN THE HOLE Billy Wilder | USA | 1951 | HD | PG cert

When an ambitious journalist comes across a man 
trapped in a mine, he thinks he has found the story that 
will make his career, and cannot resist influencing the 
situation to make the story better. “Ace in the Hole plays 
today as both a prescient examination of the modern 
media landscape, and the public appetite for the 
disastrous news-story that leads to toxic wish-fulfilment.” 
– Masters of Cinema

WILL SUCCESS SPOIL 
ROCK HUNTER?

Frank Tashlin | USA | 1957 | HD | G cert

A low-level writer at an advertising agency is propelled 
into stardom in this satire of advertising and celebrity. 
“[Janyne] Mansfield embodies the greatest joke of all 
– her shameless Marilyn Monroe clone has a dress-up 
poodle at her side, a laugh that sounds like a bomb-
dropping whistle and an all-encompassing ditziness (is 
she in on the joke or isn’t she?) that constantly catches 
you off guard.” – Time Out

CRASH David Cronenberg | Canada | 1996 | HD | R18 cert

After being involved in a traffic accident, a husband and 
wife find themselves drawn into an underworld of car 
crash fetishists. “For this icily erotic fusion of flesh and 
machine, David Cronenberg adapted J. G. Ballard’s future-
shock novel of the 1970s into one of the most singular 
and provocative films of the 1990s.” – Criterion

THE WICKER MAN Robin Hardy | UK | 1973 | HD | R16 cert

A devoutly christian policeman visits a remote island to 
investigate reports that a local girl has disappeared. “The 
Wicker Man is influential not just on subsequent horror 
cinema, but on the thriller genre in general in the way it 
sets an artfully composed series of traps for its unwitting 
protagonist, expertly wrong-footing both him and the 
audience.” – The Guardian

NIGHTMARE ALLEY Edmund Golding | USA | 1947 | HD | PG cert

A small-time carnival huckster uses his charm and 
ambition to become a spiritualist medium in this dark 
noir. “Although it’s strange, sordid atmosphere shocked 
contemporary audiences, this long-difficult-to-see 
reflection of postwar angst has now taken its place as 
one of the defining noirs of its era – a fatalistic downward 
slide into existential oblivion...” – Criterion

THE SEARCHERS John Ford | USA | 1956 | DCP | G cert

A confederate veteran of the Civil War (John Wayne) 
engages on an obsessive, years-long quest to find his 
niece after she is captured by a Native American tribe. 
“Countless Westerns have had racism as the unspoken 
premise; this one consciously focuses on it. I think it took 
a certain amount of courage to cast Wayne as a character 
whose heroism was tainted.” – Roger Ebert



CONTEMPORARY WORLD CINEMA

GIRLHOOD
Bande des filles

Céline Sciamma | France | 2014 | HD | M cert

Marieme finds friendship and camaraderie with a girl gang 
on her Parisian housing estate. “Girlhood is a fascinatingly 
layered, textured film that manages to be both a lament for 
sweetness lost and a celebration of wisdom and identity 
gained, often at the very same moment.” – The Playlist

THE WILD GOOSE LAKE
Nan fang che zhan de 
ju hui

Diao Yinan | China | 2019 | HD | R16 cert

On the streets of Wuhan, a gangster sacrifices everything 
for his family. “There’s not a single false step in its two 
hours; every edit, every shot setup, every movement of the 
camera maximises the raw cinematic effect … This film’s 
greatness transforms from the kind that sneaks up on you 
to the kind that blows you away.” – Little White Lies

NEVER GONNA SNOW 
AGAIN
Śniegu już nigdy nie 
będzie

Małgorzata Szumowska & Michał Englert | Poland | 
2020 | HD | M cert

An itinerant masseur brings a magic touch to a procession 
of wealthy but miserable residents of a gated community in 
Poland. “There’s a rich confectionery of strangeness, sadness 
and fear to this very absorbing film.” – The Guardian

A GIRL WALKS HOME 
ALONE AT NIGHT

Ana Lily Amirpour | USA | 2014 | HD | R16 cert

A skateboarding vampire stalks the streets of an Iranian 
city for men who disrespect women. “Shot stunningly in 
black and white by Lyle Vincent, this is not to be missed on 
the big screen, with its glorious soundtrack, outrageously 
languid scenes, blood, drugs, oil rigs... this movie’s got the 
lot.” – NZIFF

CLOSING NIGHT

THE AFRICAN QUEEN
Michael Thomas Memorial 
screening

John Huston | USA | 1951 | HD | PG cert

In German-controlled colonial Africa, a mechanic 
(Humphrey Bogart) and a missionary (Katherine Hepburn) 
escape on a small steamboat following the onset of World 
War I. “Three movie giants come together in the cinematic 
classic The African Queen, combining the masterful 
direction of John Huston with the fabulous chemistry of 
Humphrey Bogart and Katharine Hepburn in their only 
onscreen pairing.” – Masters of Cinema

GIRLHOOD



   

   

Address

     

Postcode                                                      Phone

Email

Single Member . . . . . . . . . .$120     Youth Member . . . . . . . $50    
Discounted  . . . . . . . . . . . . .$110     Plus Donation $  . . . . . . . . . . .    
Three Film Sampler . . . . . . . $40     

• All prices are GST inclusive. 
• Membership runs for 12 months from month of joining. 
• Discounted membership is available to students, members of WIFT, film industry guilds, 

senior citizens, and registered beneficiaries (with ID). 
• Youth Member is anyone 16 years or younger. 
• Three Film Sampler gives access to any 3 films but no discounts or benefits at the 

International Film Festival or local cinemas. It can be used to upgrade to a full season 
membership. 

• Lost cards can be replaced for $5. Three Film Samplers cannot be replaced.
• All memberships are non-transferable.

In accordance with the Privacy Act 2020, we advise members that we will maintain your name 
and address on file for corresponding with you. You are welcome to access and correct your 
information by emailing us or enquiring at our screenings. If you do not wish to receive advice 
on other film related events, which the committee may decide to share with you from time to 
time, let us know.

JOIN ONLINE at wellingtonfilms.nz/join or fill in this form and present at any 
Wellington Film Society screening (30 minutes before the film starts).

Please note that screenings are open to members only, unless otherwise 
indicated, and censor’s ratings apply. Full details of membership benefits at  
wellingtonfilms.nz/join

Wellington Film Society
2023 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM

Card no

Name/s

If your address has changed, please fill in your new details in the space below.

RENEWING MEMBER/S

NEW MEMBER/S

First  
name

Last  
name

First  
name

Last  
name

Office Use Only:

Amount received: $ _______________________________  Date: _____________ / ______________ / ___________

Membership No. _____________________________________  Discount Coupon:    yes   /    no


